Galatians – Week 2
Day 1 – Acts 10
The letter to the Galatians is centered around a conflict. The conflict was not over the question of salvation for gentiles (non-jews), but over the gentiles having to become Jewish. There were some who believed that following Jesus meant that the Old Testament laws were still valid. Certainly, the moral laws are still valid today, but this group believed that all the laws were to be kept. This included the Temple laws surrounding worship and sacrifice, also the dietary laws (eating kosher). It included circumcision as a mark of the covenant with Abraham. In essence, gentiles were to become Jewish proselytes. But this was not the message of the gospel. 
Take time to read Acts chapter 10. This is the account of the first gentile conversions to Christ after the beginning of the church. This is important for us to understand since the conflict in Galatia is around these gentile Christians. 
Use the SOAP method of study for it. Also, I have a few questions for you to consider. By the way, the answers to the questions I am asking are found mostly in the scripture you are reading.  These are not trick questions.
 Scripture – Read the scripture.
Observe – what stands out? Is there a verse you have questions about or through which God is speaking to you this morning? Write that down.
Apply – Ask God to show you how to apply this truth to your life.
Pray – Ask God to help you implement this scripture in your life. 
1. How did Cornelieus know to send for Peter? (vv. 1-8)
2. How did Peter know to go to Cornelius? (vv. 9-20)
3. Look at vv. 28-29, what was the problem with Peter going into a gentile’s home?
4. What had God shown Peter, and what did God do in this group who was gathered to hear Peter?
Notice that nothing was done for Cornelius and his family to receive the Holy Spirit other than to put their faith in Jesus. There were no conditions placed on them, just the simple gospel message of who Jesus is and what He has done for us. They believed without an invitation to believe, and the Holy Spirit indwelled them while Peter was still speaking. 
This is a beautiful picture of the heart of God for all of mankind. He loves us. Our faith being placed in Him is all He wants. Faith is the conduit that allows God to take the righteousness of Jesus and apply it to your account. Once that is done your account is paid in full. 
